[Epidemiological data on personality dimensions in the psychopathy of adolescent boys and girls - results of the Cologne GAP study].
This paper evaluates epidemiological data on psychopathy dimensions among adolescents. The Psychopathy Checklist Youth Version (PCL:YV) was administered to a forensic sample of 169 boys and 172 girls, to a clinical sample of 30 boys and 63 girls, and to a community sample of 119 male and 116 female pupils. Analysis was based on three different conceptualizations of psychopathy. In total 669 youths between 14 to 19 years were included in the study. Depending on the cutoff used, we found a psychopathy prevalence between 27 % and 63 % among the incarcerated boys, and from 7 % and 24 % among the incarcerated girls. The clinical and the community samples showed higher scores on the behavior and lower scores on the core personality dimensions. All samples indicated significantly more psychopathy dimensions in boys than in girls. Varying rates of prevalence are found when using different models for analyzing the PCL:YV. The extent of age-typical adolescent and antisocial behavioral dimensions represented by the Lifestyle and the Antisocial Factor inflates the total PCL:YV score without presenting increased scores in the psychopathy core dimensions. Prospectively, the two core personality dimensions of psychopathy should be studied more closely.